PSermon ~ Sunday, March 28, 2021 by Pastor D. Benoit
Text: Matthew 28: 20b “...I AM with you alway...”

John 20: 19, 20 (Please Read All)
Title: “JESUS’ Presence!”

JUST TO KNOW THAT JESUS is PRESENCE, has and is Helping ME!!!

What a year it has been (March 2020—March 2021)!!! And to hear JESUS say,

“...I AM with you alway...” Or to know that what we have and are presently experiencing
(COVID-19, Deaths, Fears, etc.), to read, “That evening, on the first day of the week,

the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders.
Suddenly, JESUS was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” HE said. As HE spoke,
HE held out HIS hands for them to see, and HE showed them HIS side.

They were filled with joy when they saw their LORD!” (NLT)

“JESUS’ Presence!”

One resent Devotional | read, shared the story of a Pastor, who counseled with a member of his
congregation, who found it difficult to sense GOD’S Presence when praying. He always thought
of GOD as being far away and unreachable. To help his member, the Pastor, said,

‘Think of The LORD riding beside you in the car and sitting next to you in an empty chair at the
table.” Taking that advice, the member soon learned to converse with CHRIST as

‘friend with FRIEND.’

Later when the member became terminally ill, he always wanted an empty chair beside his bed.
He would turn that way whenever he talked with his SAVIOR. One morning his wife came into
his room and found that he had died in the night. His hand lay palm up on the chair next to his
bed as if he had rested it in The Hand of The LORD,” in his final moments.

“JESUS’ Presence!”

JUST TO KNOW THAT JESUS is PRESENCE, has and is Helping ME!!! (Excuse me for Shouting!)

Who would not want to know JESUS is nearby? Who does not want to see JESUS, in times like
these? Who, that has been redeemed by HIS precious Blood does not long to behold, JESUS?
Yet to see The KING of kings in HIS Beauty right now, with our eyes, would deny us of

HIS Presence. Right now, we could not stand HIS Bright Glory and we would rob ourselves of
The COMFORTER, The Blessed HOLY SPIRIT, WHO brings us richer Gifts for now. If we could
catch a glimpse of that FACE WHOSE Brightness outshines the Sun, how it would stimulate us!
BUT not now! The TRUTH/Evidence that sustains now, is JESUS of Nazareth WHO hung upon
The Cross, Died, was Buried, and Rose from the dead! The time of “eye-witnesses” is now over;
more evidence would be superfluous: not needed, unnecessary, for we are now in the
mid-ocean of Faith in GOD. JESUS knows that sight interferes with Faith in GOD, and therefore
HE does not give us a mixture of the two. We do not walk by sight and faith,

BUT “we walk by Faith in GOD and not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5: 7)

“JESUS’ Presence!”



JESUS is Present spiritually where HE is not physically Present!!!
Notice How HE came to HIS Disciples. JESUS came Gladly to them, making them Glad.
First, HE appeared to Mary Magdalene on Sunday morning (John 20: 11-18); then to Simon
Peter (Luke 24: 34; | Corinthians 15: 5); then the two Disciples on the road from Jerusalem to
Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-31) and then Sunday evening to the ten Disciples without Thomas
(John 20: 19-25). These visits were in different places, it was a busy Day, early Sunday morning
after JESUS had risen from the dead.
Mary Magdalene, it is true, went to the tomb seeking for JESUS, BUT JESUS was there waiting
on her... Simon Peter, it does not say where or when JESUS met him, but he also did not find
JESUS, JESUS found him... The two disciples at Emmaus, they were going away from Jerusalem,
and evidently were not seeking JESUS, BUT JESUS joined HIMSELF to their company, asking,
“What is this you are talking about? The Disciples had met to condole: grieve, with each other,
not to meet with JESUS... the doors were shut; no one stood ready to look for the appearing of
The LORD, BUT JESUS came to them on a sudden, an uninvited guest. JESUS came cheerfully...
“For GOD sent not HIS SON into the world to condemrr";_}'he world;
but that the world through HIM might be saved.” (John 3: 17)
“I AM come...that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
(John 10: 10)
“I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.” (John 12: 47)

Notice JESUS came to those who were quite unworthy of so great a Privilege!

“Then all the disciples forsook HIM, and fled” said (Matthew 26: 56b)

Notice JESUS came to the full assembly of the Apostles and their companions... first to one then
to another, and then two; and then the full guorum of the eleven and they that were with them
were favored with HIS company...

Notice they were all thinking about JESUS and talking about HIM! The uppermost subject was
JESUS, WHO they had seen die, WHOM they watched buried, WHOM HE had showed HIMSELF
alive from the dead. While their hearts and tongues were talking about HIM,

JESUS showed up!!!

Notice, no Barriers could hinder JESUS! Yea, the doors were shut, and the disciples were in fear.
How did JESUS come in? | do not know... some think HE passed through the closed door by
miracle—HIS body was substantial flesh-and bone: others suggest that HE opened the door by
miracle and then it closed again. | DON’T CARE HOW, but there HE was (is), though the doors
were shut: and | know this, that whatever doors there may be between my LORD and my soul,
though they were doors made of seven times plated steel, JESUS could pass through them or
open them to get at my heart when it longs after HIM. If there be mountains between you and
JESUS, HE will come leaping like a young hart over the separating hills. Nothing can keep JESUS
back from you nor me, except ourselves!!!

Is there a fear upon you that you can not shake off? Do you fear the present-Day Political
persuasion? Do you fear, the COVID-19 vaccination? (please get it, it is best to have it, then to
need it and do not have it) Do you fear tomorrow? Do you fear death and dying?

Oh, my Brother and Sister, “JESUS’ is Presence!” Call HIM! HE is right near you!



Maybe, you do not feel the need to be as literal as that member, we spoke of earlier,
in following his Pastor’s counsel. Yet one thing is sure: The Presence of JESUS is real, and
knowing and believing, having Faith in JESUS Presence will get you through times like these!!!

“CHRIST’S pardon brings the soul to heaven;
HIS Presence brings heaven to the soul.”

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
That calls me from a world of care, and bids me at my FATHER’S Throne
makes all my wants and wishes known!

In seasons of distress and grief, My soul has often found relief,
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, By THY return, sweet hour of prayer.

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, THY Wings shall m¥ petitions bear
To HIM whose Truth and Faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless;
And since HE bids me seek HIS Face, Believe HIS WORD and trust HIS GRACE,
I'll cast on HIM my every care, And wait for THEE, sweet hour of prayer.

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, May | THY consolation share,
Till from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height, | view my home and take my flight:
This robe of flesh I'll drop, and rise to seize the everlasting prize,

And shout, while passing thru the air,

Fare-well, fare-well, sweet hour of prayer!



