Sermon ~ Sunday, July 18, 2021, by Pastor Dwight Benoit
Text: Matthew 16: 17 (KJV & Amplified Bible Translation)
Title: “I’m Blessed!”

KIV~ “JESUS answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but MY FATHER which is in heaven.”

Amplified Bible Translation ~
“Then JESUS answered him, Blessed [happy, spiritually secured, favored by GOD]
are you, Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and blood (mortal man) did not reveal
this to you, but MY FATHER WHO is in heaven.”

I'm Blessed... Truly Blessed... Wonderfully Blessed... Are You Blessed???

How do you know? What is your claim?

From the context of this text, for the pass two Sunday’s, we have labored the question,
Who is JESUS to You? To correct the answers JESUS’ disciples gave “men said,” vss. 13, 14...
JESUS was not John the Baptist, nor Elijah; others said, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”
JESUS surely was not, is not, “...Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” (Matthew 12: 24)

The CHARACTER of JESUS is much too hard a nut for philosophic teeth to crack!

If we are Blessed; if we know WHO JESUS really is, do know,
e We did not, have not, learned of HIM by the instructions of other men.
All the Prophets and Apostles could not teach us CHRIST...
JESUS used the equivalent of Peter’s family name, Simon Bar-jona, which literally means,
Simon, son of Jonah. In other words, | know your Father... but this did not come from your
father.
e We did not, have not, learned of HIM by reasoning: logical, thought out conclusions...
Romans 7: 14, 15, 19, 24
_ “We know that the Law is spiritual, but | am a creature of the flesh [worldly,
self-reliant—carnal and unspiritual], sold into slavery to sin [and serving under its
control.
_For | do not understand my own actions [| am baffled and bewildered by them].
| do not practice what | want to do, but | am doing the very thing | hate [and yielding
to my human nature, my worldliness—my sinful capacity].
-For the good that | want to do, | do not do, but | practice the very evil that | do not
want.
“Wretched and miserable man that | am! WHO will [rescues me and] make me free from
this body of death [this corrupt, mortal existence]?



* Wedid not, have not, learned of HIM by merely reading The WORD of GOD.
The Apostle Paul said, “I want you to know believers, that The Gospel which was
preached by me is not man’s gospel [it is not a human invention, patterned after any
human concept].
For indeed | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but / received it through a
[direct] revelation of JESUS CHRIST.” (Galatians 1: 11, 12)
-It was asked of Job, “Canst thou by searching find out GOD? Canst thou find out
The Almighty [ascend to HIS heights, extend to HIS widths, and comprehend HIS infinite
Perfection]?

The conclusion,

“It comes not by “flesh and blood, but The Revelation of MY FATHER which is in heaven.”
GOD must reveal JESUS to us, or we will never see HIM!

Point: Seeing HIM is not believing but Believing HIM is to see HIM!

Point: You can never know The FATHER till you become a son. And you can never know
The SON of GOD, till you are yourself a son or daughter!

e John 6:44, “No one can come to ME unless The FATHER who sent ME draws him
[giving him the desire to come to ME]; and | will raise him up [from the dead] on the last
day.” :

Are you Blessed? Has GOD revealed CHRIST to you? Who is JESUS to You?

* John 3:3,5-7, “JESUS answered him, | assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless
a person is born again [reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed,
sanctified], he cannot [ever] see and experience The Kingdom of GOD.”

-JESUS said, I assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless one is born of water
[physical birth] and The SPIRIT of GOD he cannot [ever] enter The Kingdom of GOD.
-That which is born of the flesh is flesh [the physical is merely physical], and that which
is born of The SPIRIT is Spirit.

-So not be surprised that | have told you, ‘You must be born again [reborn from above—
spiritually transformed, renewed, sanctified].

When GOD The FATHER reveals CHRIST to you...

* You come to know—the ruin of sin, that leads to humiliation, contrition, repentance,
renewal. You move out of that “old house” and hunger for ‘saving grace’,
JESUS, JESUS, JESUS.

® You come to know—incorruptible seed. Faith, love, patience, spirit-control,
JOY in The HOLY GHOST.

* You come to know—remarkable restfulness. Not like a bat that flutters at evening time
but like that Dove that carries the twig of Living Assurance, the floods have receded.
Like the clam after the storms when JESUS raises and declares to “wind and the waves”
Peace be Stilllll



